Energy efficiency remains little understood despite efforts by Government

H By Christopher Fernandez

porations - and h\nldmg

owners in particular - are
generally ignorant about the
energy efficiency (EE) and
renewable energy schemes
that the Government has
been promoting for some
time now, says an energy
efficiency expert.

“There is a lack of serious-
ness in pursuing energy effi-
cient methods, even among

large consumers. They do not

Indmdua]s as well as cor-

mall makes up a hefty 40 per
cent of its total operating
cost. This has led to several
building and mall owners
entering into profit sharing
arrangements with ener¥y
management ﬂrms tohelp
them save energy,” he said.
“The deal is such that a
percentage of the saving on
the energy bill is paid out as
commission to the EE consul-
tant. I think this is a big plus
factor for both parties,” Chan
added. ; .

On this, Ooi begged to dif-
fer. While building owners
would generally like the idea
of paying a commission on
the amount of energy saved
over a certain period, he

ilnmghg power‘ Energy man-
agers have to also audit, analyse.
and set targets for conservation,

says Ooi.
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A big plus: Energy efficiency
measures can help shopping malls
save on their hefty electricity bills,
says Chan.

“as the cost of generating
‘power has shof{‘elg".

Other than hydropower,

f  much of the electricity gener-

ated in the country is from
fuel-powered plants. Global
ices breached me

) arrel
nm-k:two xnonﬂgbr ago and

~remain at that level.

Malaysia’s power utility
Tenaga Nasional Bhd (TNB)
has not raised since
1997. .

‘INB reporied a 27.4 per

cent increase in fuel costs

during its financial year

ended August 31, 2005. The

avera e pnce of coa! anoth-
used to fire power

lants rose to US$50

(RM190) er tonne from ‘

US$33 (BM125) per tonne

Jast year. :

TNB tariffs currently range
from 9.8 sen per kWh for
industrial and mining use
during off-peak periods to
28[8 sen per k' wa&or low-
voltage commer

the cost chntged by

among

even show interest in engag-  said, this may not fulfill the fu_r a specified
ing professionals to help ~ requirements of an ms&allaﬁoﬂ or building”.
them pla.n efficient use of manager whose resmh lowever, this é_mx;goryof
energy,” said Ooi Tsu HQOI, hes are very ‘wide ranging. ner%’ is n
senior operations and | Qer— intended to replace mecham-
jects manager with faclhnes m' sa::tﬁfs an enerq ok
mana&lement consultancy have to undertake
Cofreth (M) Sdn Bhd. other tasks such as monitor-
“We have energy profes- ing. reporting recording,

sionals in the country, as well g, inspecting, have adequam rience,
as a body - the Mala; analysl.ng and setting targets  knowledge, capacity, qualifi-
Association of Energy Services  for energy conservation - all -~ cations or {0
Companies - that have the of whicl cnnnot be ;mﬂﬁed audit, » design and
expertise, but there’s a lack of by introd of
interest in energy saving mea-  alone,” Ooi sald. higher oomplexﬂy" ‘e said.
sures because essentially, “The other concern is that Tha EC has drawn up a
electricity tariffs in the coun-  this arrangement can give proposal re large con-
try are low.” rise fo energy managers _sumers of electricity - those

However, one group of exaggeramlg savings for using more than six miflion
large electricity larger which kiloWatt-hours (kWh) of elec-
gearing towards EE. These may compronnsa on the com-  tricity a year - to engage an
are the shopping mall opera-  fort, safety and health of energy manager to help them
tors and though awareness users as well as the b EE
among them is not high, they  needs and operational systems.
do want to save on energy requirements of a building,” Large electricity users will
costs, said Richard Chan, he pointed out. ‘have to take of EE now,
president of the Malaysian Ooi defined an energy especially with Energy, Water
Association for Shopping and  manager as a person whois  and Communications Minister
Highrise Centre Management  certified and recognised by Datuk Seri Dr Lim Keng Yaik
(PPK Malaysia).  the Energy Commission (EC) - saying 1 rsuemly that there is

“The annual electricity under its EE r

ion of a shoppi I to plan, lmple- to increase eiecmmy tarifls

'-h ility
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